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A publication of the Samutprakarn International Ladies Club October ʹͲͳʹ 

SILC  NEWS 

 

This Month: 
 Coffee Morning - Thurs 4th October Samitivej Hospital Srinakarin 

 Lunch - Tues 9th October Combined Women’s Lunch ʹͲͳʹ 

If you have not already renewed your SILC 
Membership, please do so this month. 
Contact our Membership Co-ordinator - details on page 2. 
 

Membership application form for new members is available to download from our 
website: www.silcthai.com 
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Coŵŵittee Meŵďeƌs 

LiŶk Ladies 

Responsibility  Name Telephone Email_________________ 
 

Chairman Sarah Chaplin 089 205 1528 silcchair@gmail.com 

 

Vice Chairman  Karyn Walker 081 862 2632 karyn045@hotmail.com 

 

Secretary Angelique Leijdekker 082 009 9212 liekley@live.com  

 

Treasurer Betty Stewart 081 792 5367 bettystewarto@gmail.com  

 

Coffee Mornings Teresa Carr 085 556 8151 treindubai@yahoo.com 

 

Tours POSITION VACANT 

 

Lunches Jo Thomas 082 526 0260 johannethomas@hotmail.com 

  

Membership   Geraldine McEvoy 082 204 9470 mcevger@gmail.com  

 

Welfare Coordinator Chris Rajakarier 081 136 4186 crajakarier@googlemail.com 

  

Newsletter Editor Jan Briggs 085 556 4655 jan.briggs22@gmail.com 

 

Advertising Teresa Carr 085 556 8151 treindubai@yahoo.com 

  

Bazaar Angelique Leijdekker 082 009 9212 liekley@live.com 

 

Mahjong Betty Stewart 081 792 5367 bettystewarto@gmail.com 

   

General Committee Ngoc Richt 081 371 2107 ngoc_richt@yahoo.com 

 Fiona Campbell 087 028 4694 fionakl@hotmail.co.uk 

 Cheryl Rego 081 889 5354 Cheryl.rego1@gmail.com 

 Julie Nguyen 082 336 9200 jnjnjulie@gmail.com 

 Audrey Fernandez 087 282 7979 audreyjacqueline@yahoo.com 

 Sara Cartwright 081 966 2236 sara.crtwrght@gmail.com 

  

Area     Name    Telephone_ 
 

 
Fantasia    Bianca Kleinherenbrink  089 160 0424   
 
Ladawan    Shirley Tan     089 497 8318 
 
Lakeside 1    Sarah Chaplin   089 205 1528 
 
Lakeside 2    Jane Wise    087 050 0950 
 
Nantawan    Ngoc Richt     081 371 2107 
 
Thana City    Irene Gray    080 251 4440 

Visit our new  

website: 

 

www.silcthai.com 
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Fƌoŵ Saƌah’s StudǇ 

Hosting? Need more chairs or spoons? 

There is crockery and cutlery available for mem-

bers to borrow when hosting a SILC event. 

For details contact Sarah:  

silcchair@gmail.com 

There are also folding chairs and some tables  

available to borrow for SILC events: 

For these contact: Betty:  

bettystewarto@gmail.com 

Deadline 
 

Wednesday 17th October 2012 is the dead-

line for any articles for the Oct. Newsletter.   

 

If you have any recipes, book reviews, recommen-

dations for holidays or questions for our bulletin 

board please forward them to the Newsletter 

Editor: jan.briggs22@gmail.com 

It was lovely to meet so many of you at our Welcome Back coffee morning. I was 

sorry that I didn’t have more time to chat to everyone so I hope to see you 
again soon.  SILC are thrilled to welcome 14 new members so we are flourishing! 

The latest on my resolutions is that spending less time on the computer has 

meant more time doing other things.  I’ve exercised almost every weekday doing 
an aqua class, yoga session and walking with Kay around our moobaan.  Sorry 

emails might take a little longer to reply to as I’m not on the computer as much!  
Aren’t we always telling our kids to get the balance right……! 

I loved Marna’s article in the September newsletter and have since enjoyed 
reading others on www.chickynet.com/thailand.  The same day I eagerly opened a 

glossy new magazine which said ‘This issue is all about the things that bring you 
happiness …’ Top of the list is that our nearest and dearest are healthy and hap-
py.  (I nodded in agreement knowing that many of our kids have had nasty bugs 

lately).  Good friends, love and sharing with others – a smile spread across my 

face……a facial expression which I love as it spreads the happiness!    

There are also lots of simple things that make us happy.  A good glass of wine,   a delicious meal, a holiday and 

(one for Bangkok) a gorgeous new handbag.  The MBK happy factor!! 

Throughout the issue there were inspiring stories of realizing long held hopes and dreams.  One lady had taken on 

a challenge to learn to ride and then took part in a charity bike ride in Vietnam and Cambodia.  They had warm 

welcomes everywhere, there was great camaraderie and they overcame the challenges together.  All of which 

made for a happy experience - as long as you ignored the sore bottoms and aching muscles! She said “Doing some-
thing physical rather than simply transferring money really does make you focus on your reasons for undertaking 

such a challenge” 

This article ties in so well with all the wonderful work SILC members do in the local community.  If you visit the 

preschools for an activity there is a great feeling as you leave of happiness at what you’ve shared that day even if 
you are tired after a morning without a/c!  Obviously sometimes a donation is the best way to help in other situa-

tions and our members are fantastic at putting their hands in their pockets or buying oil for Sister Joan. At a 

recent meeting of the Inter Association welfare group Chris and I attended someone commented “considering 
what a small group SILC are you do a lot in the local community.”   

I’m so happy to be a part of SILC and sharing time with so many wonderful members.  In October I’m looking for-
ward to coffee at Samitivej and the Combined Women’s Lunch hosted by the American Women’s Club of Thailand.  
For those of us with kids it’s half term too and I wish you all a happy time with your families.   

Please don’t forget to renew your membership to ensure you continue to receive the SILC Newsletter.   

Sarah  x 

http://www.chickynet.com/thailand
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  Aiŵs & PoliĐies  

Organisation of the Club 

SILC creates an opportunity for women of all nationalities living in the Samutprakarn area to meet 
socially and participate in a variety of activities without travelling into Bangkok. We invite members 
to join monthly meetings, tours and interest groups. Members pay an annual fee of 800 Baht to cover 
costs and receive a newsletter and club directory. 

 

Newsletter 

The newsletter is published ten times a year with articles and information on club activities. Contribu-
tions are welcome and can be sent to the newsletter editor. 

 

Committee Meetings 

These are held once a month and are open to all members. Please inform the meeting hostess if you 
wish to attend. 

 

SILC Policy on Children 

As the main purpose of SILC is to provide a network and support for its members, it is our policy that 
children do not attend functions and tours, except in the case of very young babies who are being breast-
fed and/or cannot be left with a carer. Members with babies, toddlers and children are invited to join 
regular playgroups advertised in the SILC newsletter and special family activities. Details of contact 
names and numbers can be found in the newsletter. 

Advertising Information 
 

Advertisements for non-profit community events are welcome and are free of charge. 

Personal Advertisements for SILC members are free of charge. 

Email reminders for SILC events and non-profit community events will be sent out free of charge other 

events must be advertised in our magazine. 

 

  Rates (per issue)     Discounts 
  Full Page  1200 Baht   Member  25% 

  Half Page  600 Baht   Annual Contract 10% 

  Quarter Page 300 Baht   (Contracts run June to May) 

  Flyer Insert  600 Baht 

 

Advertising requests and payment must be received prior to the published deadline. 

Further details on advertising contact: Teresa Carr: treindubai@yahoo.com 

Please send advertisement to: The Editor: Jan Briggs:  jan.briggs22@gmail.com 

To arrange payment contact: The Treasurer: Betty Stewart 

 081 792 5367 / bettystewarto@gmail.com 

  AdǀeƌtisiŶg 



 

5 

Mahjong 

Takes place on Wednesdays  

From approx 9.30am to 2.30pm 

In members homes 

Donations are appreciated towards our 

Welfare Charities. 

Guests very welcome, 200b/session  

Contact:   Betty Stewart  

  081 792 5367 

  bettystewarto@gmail.com  

 

 

                                                                                  

     

  Regulaƌ EǀeŶts 

Golf in Samutprakarn 

 

SILC has a number of keen golfers in its 

midst.  There are a couple of groups who play 
in the area at a variety of courses along the 

Bangna Trad.  Some of us are beginners and 
others have more experience so if you want a 

game at any level then please get in touch.  

Even if you are new to the game it’s totally 
different playing on a course to the driving 

range, so give it a try.  
  

Contact:  Betty Stewart  

  081 792 5367 

  bettystewarto@gmail.com  

 

mailto:gertonmarit@yahoo.com
mailto:gertonmarit@yahoo.com
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   AĐĐouŶts 

 

SILC now has a dropbox account which will make it easier for you to share docu-
ments related to SILC, especially for sending articles and photographs in for the 
newsletter.  Each month I will create a file for the newsletter that you can drop 
your things into. 

Our details are:  

Username:  silcthai@gmail.com 

Password:  bangkok2012 
 

Many thanks, Jan, SILC Newsletter Editor 

 Summary Accounts 'till end of August 2012 

 Income   

 Interest  ฿                 0 

 Advertising 
  ฿                 0 

Coffee Morning Donations  ฿                 0 

 Mahjong Donations  ฿                 0 

 Donations  ฿            615 

 Cookbook Adverts ฿   30,0000  

 Donations - Misc  ฿              0 

 Total Income  ฿      30, 615 

    

 Operating Expenses:   

 Newsletter costs  ฿                 0 

 AGM ฿                 0 

 Total Operating Expenses  ฿              0 

 Charitable Payments:   

 Mahawong ฿      2,650 

Arts/Crafts/Activities ฿               0 

 Chanukroh School ฿      3,042 

Slum Relief ฿              0 

 TOTAL SILC Charitable Payments  ฿       5,692 

    

Net Operating Profit     ฿  24,923 

    

 SAMUTPRAKARN INTERNATIONAL LADIES CLUB 
BALANCE SHEET 

 Opening Balance of Members' equity  ฿  240,233 

 Net Operating Profit ฿    24,923 

 Total Equity  ฿  265,155 
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 WelĐoŵe BaĐk Coffee MoƌŶiŶg Reǀieǁ 

 

It was a dark, rainy morning and I was sorely tempted to indulge in the secret pleasures of a good 

book and my bed. Then I thought of all the reasons I should go to the coffee morning (in no particular 

order):  

 

Home-made comfort food  

Catching up with friends 

Meeting new friends (and neighbours!) 

Getting a bit dressed up (ie wearing lipstick and something other than shorts) 

Oh yes, and I have to pay my subs 

Venue is close by 

Children at school, finished work so why the hell not? 

 

I had planned to have at least 10 points before I made my decision but it was a no brainer. I’m so glad 
that I made the effort – what a fantastic morning. 

 

I was met at the door by the SILC wonder ladies – enough to warm the cockles of even the coldest of 

hearts. Although in hindsight I did get roped into writing this article. Don’t tell anyone that I’m a 
sucker! 

 

How many SILC ladies can you fit into a room? Phew, I’m not sure but it was packed to the brim. Well 
done everyone for a great turn out.  

 

 I was drawn to a chair in the centre of the room that happened to be by the food. Great food and 

company, who could ask for more? We were deeply engrossed in conversation (well actually, gossip) 

when we were interrupted by a loud noise. “What is that sound?” I was asked. “Well that’s our chairla-
dy” I sniggered! Standing like a goddess at the end of the room she succeeded in getting everyone’s 
attention!  

Introductions were made and phone 

numbers exchanged. The morning flew 

by. As I said my “hello and goodbye” to 
people I didn’t have a chance to chat 
to because I was too lazy to get up off 

my seat, I promised myself next time! 

 

Julie Cragg  
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 OĐtoďeƌ Coffee MoƌŶiŶg 

All SILC events are subject to change.  Please confirm your attendance with the relevant contact.  

This month we have been invited to  

Samitivej Hospital, Srinakarin 

 

The hospital team will give us a presentation on breast cancer awareness, anti-

ageing skincare and esthetics, health and well-being and tell us about their  

services and new clinic at Soi Lasalle. 
 

Thursday 4th October 10 – 12pm 

In the Conference Centre, Floor 7 

Samitivej Srinakarin 

488 Srinakarin Road 

Tel: 02 378 9000 

 

There will be a charge of 100 baht per head for coffee 
  

 Proceeds of the coffee morning will be donated to Samitivej's charity which 

pays medical expenses for underprivileged families  

 

 

R.S.V.P. To: Teresa Carr at 

treindubai@yahoo.com 

 

Closing date for replies – Mon 1st October  
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 OĐtoďeƌ LuŶĐh 

We are not organizing a separate lunch for 
October due to the short timespace availa-
ble with school holidays and other commit-
ments. 

 

The Combined Women’s Lunch would have 
been Jo’s choice for you all this month, but 
unfortunately she will be away on that date.  

 

If you would like to get together with a 
group of friends and enjoy some Twenties 
style entertainment then please arrange 
tickets via the AWC as per the advert oppo-
site. 

 

Sorry for the inconvenience.  We hope to 
see you for coffee on 4th October. 

 

Cooking with Poo Cookbooks 

If anyone would like to purchase one of 

Poo’s cookbooks Lyn Hine now has a 
supply.  500b each, all proceeds to a 

very worthy cause! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Lyn:  

hineboysplusone@gmail.com 
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Oil Request 

We need approximately 96 bottles every two weeks. This is hard to come by so at the moment we 

are aiming to donate the 96 bottles at least once a month.  

The ladies in the slums are aware that they cannot get it all the time now and they are trying to 

spare it.  

So please if you think of it can you throw a bottle of cheap oil in your shopping basket every week 

and donate it to this well deserved cause!!  

Donations to Kay at hickey.kay@hotmail.com   Phone: 086 511 2442  

Donations can be left with your link lady or bought to any SILC event 

 

Drinks Can Ring Pulls: 
While you are enjoying your cool fizzy drinks, please try to remember to pick up as many of the ring pulls as you can for the Prosthetic Limb Foundation 

Contact: Teresa Carr, treindubai@yahoo.com Or bring along to any SILC event. 

New Toothbrushes Please! 

The children at Mahawong have been diligently cleaning their teeth since we supplied them 

all with a toothbrush and dental care tips from the dental nurse.  But now the toothbrushes 

are looking very worn and need to be replaced. 

Please consider donating a toothbrush or two for these grateful children and help them to 

keep their lovely pearly smiles. 

We require toothbrushes for age 3-6 years.  Bring them along to any SILC event or hand 

them to the Welfare Members. 

Thank you 

Bulletin Board 

Excellent Maid Looking for
 work in 

the Silom/Sathon/Sukhumvit area. 

She lives in the Pratunam area and would 

like sleep-out work Monday to Friday as she 

has a young daughter. Excellent at cleaning, 

cooking, ironing etc. 

Please call her directly - Roma on 089 774 

9493 

For reference purposes you may call Candy 

on 081 803 6930 

AŶǇ ladies teŵpted to tƌǇ theiƌ haŶd at a fuŶ AƋua AeƌoďiĐs Class, please joiŶ us at MooďaŶ 
NaŶtaǁaŶ SƌiŶakaƌiŶ oŶ MoŶdaǇ MoƌŶiŶgs fƌoŵ ϭϬ:ϬϬ to ϭϭ:ϬϬ aŵ.  If possiďle please ďƌiŶg a pool 
Ŷoodle ǁhiĐh ĐaŶ ďe ďought at ToǇs R Us. 

Foƌ ŵoƌe iŶfo please Đall CaŶdǇ oŶ Ϭϴϭ ϴϬϯ ϲϵϯϬ  Hope to see Ǉou theƌe. 

mailto:hickey.kay@hotmail.com
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 Septeŵďeƌ LuŶĐh Reǀieǁ 

Patara Restaurant, Thonglor Soi 19 
 

Friday 14th September saw my first SILC lunch 
and also my first visit to Patara restaurant. 

Tucked away on Thong Lor Soi 19 and set in a 

lovely tropical garden, the restaurant is sophisti-

cated, elegant and restrained - Jim Thompson's 
without the leopard skin and colour clash.  

 

The lunch was well attended by 15 ladies who 

dined from the stylish set lunch menu, reasona-
bly priced at 280 Baht for 2 courses. The food 

was delicious - I had dainty Thai tacos followed 

by fish with chilli and basil which were  very 

good, both to look at and to eat. Others had a 
deconstructed pad Thai, red curry duck and an 

enviable chicken salad with sticky rice, again all 

beautifully presented. 

 

Starting  with the special fruit cocktails on the 
veranda, Patara would be a great place to take 

guests in the evening , particularly to show that 

Thai food doesn't just come in a plastic bowl 

from a road side stall. Lunch portions were suit-
ably lady-ish but I am assured that the a la 

carte menu would satisfy a hungry bloke with-

out resorting to a kebab on the way home. (A 

British male tradition if you aren't from the 
U.K.!)  

 

I left in the complimentary tuk-tuk to Thong Lor 

BTS station - another treat, especially for a 
newbie who is in fear of being invited to 

the  driver's brother-in-law's cousin's gem shop 

which is what happens in every regular tuk-tuk 

if my tourist bumf is to be believed. 
 

 A most enjoyable lunch with lovely food and 

ambiance and a great crowd. Thanks to Jo for 

organising. Now, when's the next one? 

 
Jane Campton 
 



 

12 

If you know anyone who may be interested in 

joining SILC please ask them to contact:  
 

Geraldine McEvoy: 082 204 9470 

mcevger@gmail.com 

   Neǁ Meŵďeƌs  

Put a face to the name. 

New members, please send in a short 

blurb to introduce yourself to other 

members, along with a photograph if pos-

sible (with or without the family). 

Send to the editor: 

jan.briggs22@gmail.com 

Don’t forget to visit our website: 

 

www.silcthai.com 

MǇ Ŷaŵe is JaŶe CaŵptoŶ aŶd I haǀe just aƌƌiǀed iŶ BaŶgkok ǁith 
ŵǇ husďaŶd GuǇ, ǁho ǁoƌks foƌ Tƌiuŵph MotoƌĐǇĐles, aŶd ŵǇ Đhil-
dƌeŶ FiŶŶ, Yϵ, aŶd DaŶ, Yϳ. I aŵ a teǆtile desigŶeƌ ďǇ tƌaiŶiŶg, a 
fashioŶ desigŶeƌ ďǇ tƌade aŶd aŶ aƌt teaĐheƌ ďǇ default. Its ouƌ fiƌst 
oǀeƌseas postiŶg aŶd, ĐoŵiŶg fƌoŵ a ǀeƌǇ sŵall aŶd ǀeƌǇ ƌuƌal ǀil-
lage iŶ LeiĐesteƌshiƌe, its all a ďit of a shoĐk!  

 

ThiŶgs I like aďout ŵǇ Ŷeǁ life heƌe so faƌ iŶĐlude- 

-Hoǁ fƌieŶdlǇ eǀeƌǇoŶe is. 
-ChatuĐhak oŶ a SuŶdaǇ aŶd otheƌ ǁeekeŶd adǀeŶtuƌes. 
- MoƌŶiŶg ǁalks past the ŵaƌket aŶd the ŵoŶks ĐolleĐtiŶg alŵs. 
-The aŵaziŶg ǀiďƌaŶt Đolouƌs eǀeƌǇǁheƌe Ǉou go. 
- The little ĐoŶtƌaptioŶ I use to dƌǇ ouƌ sŵalls. I'ǀe Ŷeǀeƌ had oŶe 
ďefoƌe aŶd it giǀes ŵe gƌeat pleasuƌe to haŶg eǀeƌǇthiŶg iŶ oƌdeƌ!! 

  

ThiŶgs ǁhiĐh ďaffle ŵe  iŶĐlude- 

- Thai sǁeepiŶg ďƌushes. 
-Hoǁ those dogs iŶ the ŵiddle of the ƌoad doŶ't get ƌuŶ oǀeƌ. 
-Hoǁ ŵaŶǇ ďags I Đoŵe hoŵe ǁith fƌoŵ the supeƌŵaƌket. 
-WhǇ I ďƌought ϭϮ juŵpeƌs. 
-Hoǁ  those ďust eŶhaŶĐiŶg Đƌeaŵs iŶ the ŵaƌket ǁoƌk. 
  

ThiŶgs I'ŵ Ŷot keeŶ oŶ iŶĐlude- 

- SǁeatiŶg like a...;I ǁas goiŶg to saǇ fat giƌl iŶ the disĐo ďut feel fƌee 
to iŶseƌt Ǉouƌ ŶatioŶal siŵile heƌeͿ. 
- DuƌiaŶ. 
-  SǁeatiŶg. 
-  ReallǇ haƌd ďeds. The iƌoŶiŶg ďoaƌd ǁould ďe ŵoƌe Đoŵfoƌtaďle. 
-  Did I ŵeŶtioŶ sǁeatiŶg? 

  

I doŶ't haǀe a photo ; I gaǀe up haǀiŶg theŵ takeŶ a ǁhile ago, pƌe-
feƌƌiŶg to thiŶk of ŵǇself as Ϯϰ aŶd goƌgeousͿ ďut Ǉou'll ƌeĐogŶize 
ŵe - I'ŵ the iŶappƌopƌiatelǇ dƌessed, sǁeatǇ, giŶgeƌ oŶe!  

New Members Sept: 
  

AMARA KETJAN 

BEENITA STEPHENSON 

CHAMAIPORN (LEKK) BURRELL 

DEBBIE ETTLE 

GEORGINA O'MOORE 

GINA CHRISTIE 

HAZEL CARDEN 

JANE CAMPTON 

NATHALIE WEST 

NING UTTHAWIANG 

SADIE MILLS 

ULLA POULSEN 

VIVIEN CHOW 

WILAWAN RINNE   
 

Welcome to SILC 
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 SILC MahjoŶg Gƌoup 

Welcome to the world of Mahjong in Samutprakarn.  It is described on the inter-

net as “Mahjong: One of the Toughest and Oldest Indoor Games”, we’re obvi-
ously playing a different version!  SILC Mahjong is a social, fun way to meet and 

have fun.  Winning doesn’t seem to be the reason for playing, it’s mostly about get-
ting to know everybody in a very relaxing environment – be it all that there’s a few 
tiles strewn around the table, 72 to be exact. 

History:  Mahjong, also spelled mah-jong or mah-jongg is a game of Chinese origin. Dating to 
over two thousand years ago, Mahjong is said to have originated in the court of the King of Wu. 
This was roughly the time that Confucius existed, which was some five hundred years before the Christian era. Within 
this court, there lived a beauty in seclusion. To keep herself from utter boredom, she invented a game of her own. She 
began to carve domino-shaped pieces of ivory and bamboo. When she was finished, she invited three of her maids to 
play her newly invented game. Each person was to receive 34 tiles in which they would each create a wall with. The ex-
act rules that were applied are unknown but the lowest score is said to have been 22 points and the highest 389,928 
points[I know how they got 22 points . . I’ve been there too!]  . 

For centuries, Mahjong was exclusive to the royal class.  It was against the law for commoners to play. The penalty for 
commoners who dared to play Mahjong was decapitation. However, around 500 A.D., the penalty was lifted, which ena-
bled everyone who desired to play Mahjong to do so. 

Lifting the ban on the commoner’s right to play Mahjong enabled the game to spread to various countries around the 
world, including England and Australia. Its invasion into the United States did not occur until 1920. Joseph P. Babcock, 
an American resident of Shanghai, was the person responsible for introducing Mahjong to the United States. He coined 
and copyrighted the term "mah-jongg," along with a simplified set of rules which he put together. [THANK GOOD-
NESS!]  To promote the game in the U.S., Babcock also gave English translations to the tiles and added index letters 
and numbers familiar to card players. Babcock was also responsible for the first few Mahjong sets ever to be imported 
into the U.S. 

People desired the mental agility that games of the past had to offer. If a mental challenge was what people wanted, 
Mahjong was definitely the game, for it was often called the "game of a hundred intelligences" simply because it re-
quired much concentration. [Having read this I have no idea what we are playing – intelligence, mental chal-
lenge . . . .  WOW!!] 

Basic:  A bit like canaster, rummy, poker we make “sets”; all the same number type of charac-
ter, reverse runs, jumping jacks, honours, wriggly snake, gertie’s garter, potato peelings  . . . 
just joking!  It’s really quite easy at the basic level at which we play.   
 

Next Step: We meet every Wednesday, any time from 10 am to 2;30 pm, bring a plate of nib-

bles if you have time to get them together. There are usually about 16 of us, so we have 4 ta-

bles with 4 at each table – so a good chance to get to know everybody.  The venue changes with 

a different host each week – so you get to see a lot of different moobans and houses.  Just a 

word of warning, please don’t pig out on the nibbles because the host provides a lunch as well!  
There’s no charge for mah-jong but we do have a col-

lection box for SILC charities which you can donate to 

if you want – non-members are welcome but have to 

pay 200 baht per session. 

 

Look forward to meeting you all, just come along. 

 

Betty Stewart 

Mahjong Director Co-ordinator 

http://www.playmahjongonline.org/mahjong_tips/mahjong-one-of-the-toughest-and-oldest-indoor-games/
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   SILC Book Cluď - OĐtoďeƌ MeetiŶg 

 

When:  Friday October 12th (an earlier date due to the school holiday)   
 

Time: 12-2pm 

 

Where:  Julie Nguyen’s house  
  Baan Mailomruen (Promphan Park), 333/27 Chareumprakiat Road in Bangna 

 

Book:  The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry 

  By Rachel Joyce  
 

More Details: Contact Julie at jnjnjulie@gmail.com or 082369200 

 

Please come even if you haven’t read the book.  
We will discuss books in general and future books. 
 

Hope to see you there! 
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August 2012  
 
Still Alice 

by Lisa Genova  

Our second book club meeting had us reading “Still Alice” by Lisa Genova.  
Thought I should write something about the book but first things first, lets 
talk about US – always a favourite topic!  Julie is our organiser and we 
will be meeting regularly at her house on the last Friday of the month at 
12:00.  We’re not doing the lunch thing, just straight into discussion (as 
if . . . . .), everybody brings a plate of nibbles which  seemed to be suffi-
cient for keeping the tummy from growling too much and disturbing the 
reflections of others.  The book club is open to all – especially SILC 
members.   

On Friday 31st August seven of us turned up, the food was great and the 
conversation  . . . . well, needless to say we didn’t just talk about the book!   
We did discuss the book, nitnoi ka,, half of us had read it (the others are waiting for the film . .  
Rachel!), but that didn’t stop the discussions because the the book is very thought provoking and the issues 
very topical.    

 

Still Alice is not the book I would normally choose to read – that’s why I joined the group (in part) - but I’m 
pleased I read it.  The book is about a Harvard Professor with early –onset Alzheimer’s (see fuller resume 
below).   At the start of reading I definitely felt very troubled with the content, so many of the things she 
did, I do too, forgetfulness, mislaying things (Where are my glasses?” I ask when they’re on top of my head!  
That type of thing), etc..  But she has other more significant problems which, fortuitously, I don’t have.  The 
others all felt the same.  The family relationships and reactions were explored as was her contemplation of 
suicide which we all talked about. 

In summary – worth a read, but don’t get too depressed. 

Written by Betty Stewart, SILC book club member 

 

For more information about the SILC Book Club contact: 
 

Julie Nguyen 

Tel. No.:      082 336 9200 

e-mail:         jnjnjulie@gmail.com 

Address:     333/27 Baan Mailomruen 

                 Chareumprokiat Ror 9 Road 
  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Brief resume: Alice Howland - Harvard professor, gifted researcher and lecturer, wife, and mother of three 
grown children - sets out for a run and soon realizes she has no idea how to find her way home. She has 
taken the route for years, but nothing looks familiar. She is utterly lost. Medical consults reveal early-onset 
Alzheimer's.  

Alice's slowly but inevitably loses memory and connection with reality, told from her perspective. She grad-
ually loses the ability to follow a conversational thread, the story line of a book, or to recall information she 
heard just moments before. Genova's debut shows the disease progression through the reactions of others, 
as Alice does, so readers feel what she feels - a slowly building terror.( 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

 Book Cluď Reǀieǁ 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/978484.Lisa_Genova
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2153405.Still_Alice


 

16 



 

17 

 SILC Bazaaƌ - ǁe Ŷeed Ǉouƌ help... 

SILC BAZAAR VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

Dear SILC ladies, we need your help to ensure the smooth running of the SILC BAZAAR on 

Thursday 29 November!  

 

If you have a couple of hours to spare and would like to help, please let me know. Also tell me 

whether you prefer a morning or afternoon slot and if there is a particular stall you would like 

to work on. The stalls are: entrance/tombola tickets, cakes, SILC table for membership/

welfare/selling cold drinks, books, toys and bric-a-brac. 

 

Look forward to your replies! 

 

Marit van den Oetelaar, e-mail: gertonmarit@yahoo.com 

 

WANTED: 

SECOND HAND ITEMS 
 

 

Do you have items which you no longer need?  Any books, toys, clothes, household goods?  

 

With your donations  we are able to raise money for charities in the Samutprakarn area.  

 

Bring them along to your Link Lady (see page 2) or to me for those living in the Sukhumvit 
Area.  

 

You can also bring them along on Friday November 29th when you visit the Bazaar.  

 

For any further questions please contact :  

Ester van Staalduinen (estervanstaalduinen@hotmail.com), 

Baan Sansiri, Sukhumvit Soi 67, house nr. 32/69, Phra Khanong 

mailto:gertonmarit@yahoo.com
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   What’s OŶ iŶ BaŶgkok 

NEILSON HAYS LIBRARY 

195 Surawong Road, Bangkok 

10500 Thailand.  

Tel: 02-233-1731,  

Fax: 02-233-4999. 

www.neilsonhayslibrary.com 

 

 

announces 

AUDITIONS  

For our early 2013 production of Noel Coward’s  

Blithe Spirit 
An improbably magical and hilarious comedy  

Sunday, November 11th at 1:00pm at The British Club, Silom Soi 18 
English-speaking Men and Women of all nationalities (minimum age 18 years) are invited to audition 
for the 7 roles needed to bring this delightful comedy to the stage. Characters can be played by any na-

tionality and the roles range in size from cameo parts to lead roles.  
 

For more details about the show and BCT, please visit www.bct-th.org  

For questions and audition registration, please email BCT@sala.net   

Continuation 

October 2nd – October 28th 2012 

Artists: ABC - Artists at the British Club 

On show in both the Rotunda Gallery and the 
Garden Cafe Gallery. This is the second exhibi-
tion at the Neilson Hays Library by the group of 
artists who meet on Wednesday mornings at the 
British Club to paint together in a convivial at-
mosphere of encouragement and mutual sup-
port. The artists vary widely in experience and 
training but all bring a love of art and their own 
unique observations and talents to their work. 
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   AssuŵptioŶs... 

Wednesday 29th August 2012. 8.30am. 

After seeing my partner off in a taxi to Suvarna-
bhumi Airport, I was ‘lucky’ enough to get the next 
taxi to take me to work. It seemed to be very hu-
mid already, we hadn’t seen any rain the day be-
fore and I was feeling it. I was also struggling to 
walk after the previous days gym workout… 

After giving my directions and settling in, I say to 
the Taxi driver “Ron maak!” (Hot, very! In my best 
Thai!) to which he replies “Yes, but that is because 
you do not work very hard or exercise” (In his best 
English!) 

My limited Thai gets me through many situations, 
but I had no idea how to respond to this!  I politely 
smile in my British way, whilst seething inwardly! 
How dare he! What does he know! I can hardly 
walk after my exercise yesterday (ok, this was my 
first attempt at serious exercise for a long time, 
but nevertheless, I exercise…) AND I was on my 
way to work!!  

I stopped talking. I was definitely sulking with the 
taxi driver and although he spoke very good Eng-
lish I really couldn’t be bothered to explain that he 
was wrong…maybe this is indeed what they think 
of us farang?  

As I pondered further on his comment to me, I 
passed by the many Thai people working out in the 
heat; people cooking and selling food, cleaning the 
roads, waiting for passengers to ride their mototaxi 
and some walking to work, all without a bead of 
sweat dripping from their brow. Is this indeed what 
he thinks of as ‘hard work’ whilst he’s sitting in his 
air-conditioned taxi? 

It really made me think how quick we all are to 
make assumptions about other people and their 
lives. As ex-pat women our family and friends can 
often be quick to point out how ‘lucky’ we are with-
out the worries of working, cleaning and driving 
whilst shopping, lunching and living in a holiday 
hot spot that most people dream of visiting one 
day. 

The reality, for us, is far different. Husbands work-
ing away, organising schools for children and mak-
ing sure they are settled, dealing with said cleaners 
and drivers, building a network of friends whilst 
also dealing with the daily challenges of living in a 
country where the language and culture are a con-
stant demand. 

If we think about mentioning any of this to family 
and friends we face concerns that we will be per-
ceived as ‘ungrateful’ for not fully realising how 
‘lucky’ we are. Ok, yes, we are ‘lucky’, but we are 
here in Bangkok supporting our husbands’ career 
and the personal cost can sometimes feel high, 
which is often not acknowledged by anyone else 
outside of our situation. 

I am a supporting ex-pat partner myself and there 
was no question of us not coming to Bangkok! I 
love Bangkok and on my holidays here Thailand 
always kept a little piece of my heart when I left. 
Where could be a more perfect place for me to 
live?  

However, the reality has been very different, I’m 
not on holiday (again this has been questioned!) 
work beckoned for my partner and I had to fend 
for myself! I was living in a new house, in a new 
neighbourhood without a clue of what I was going 
to do. I missed my friends, my family and of 
course they knew nothing about how I was feeling. 

After conversations with other expat women, I 
soon realised that I was not alone in facing the 
difficulties of adjusting to life in Bangkok, whilst 
also coping with the loss of a valued support net-
work of family and friends.  I also became aware 
that the other issues that bothered us as individu-
als hadn’t gone away simply because we had 
moved continent; indeed I felt they became more 
exaggerated. 

Just like this taxi driver, we all make assumptions 
on other peoples’ lives as we compare them to our 
own, but we only get to live our life and not those 
of the people we often feel have it better, or easi-
er, than us. We cannot know how other people feel 
about their life, just as they don’t know how we 
are feeling about ours. 

On reflection, I don’t expect the taxi driver actually 
meant to offend me and I cannot be sure that I 
haven’t unknowingly done the same to a Thai per-
son whilst attempting to speak their language! But, 
he did make me make me pause for thought and 
more determined to get into a routine at the gym 
and learn an appropriate response in Thai should I 
ever get faced with a comment like that again! 
 

Samantha Pryor 
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The Real Thing Cafe Has Re-Opened  
(opposite Bangkok Patana School )  
 
The new English speaking proprietor Coco welcomes all members of SILC and friends and family 
 

The Menu is all new with a good selection of homemade savoury pies and quiches that include 
Steak and Kidney, Shepherd’s Pie, Spinach Quiche, Mushroom & Tomato Quiche etc.   

Freshly homemade soup & roll  

We also offer a good selection of delicious homemade cakes 
 

Coffee is Coco's passion and she has invested in the latest Italian Coffee machine and an exclusive 
coffee blend that delivers great taste.    
 

All food is made by chefs or in the case of the pies by Sally, originally from Ireland, of the Witch-
es Tavern on Sukumvit and delivered fresh to the cafe. 
 

See you soon, Coco 
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BaŶgkok PataŶa SĐhool Aǁaƌded SeĐoŶd Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ’s Eǆpoƌt Aǁaƌd  
 

BaŶgkok PataŶa SĐhool has ƌeĐeŶtlǇ ďeeŶ hoŶouƌed as a ͚Best SeƌǀiĐe Pƌoǀideƌ͛ iŶ the Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ͛s Eǆpoƌt Aǁaƌd ϮϬϭϮ. Pƌe-
seŶted ďǇ the Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ, Heƌ EǆĐelleŶĐǇ YiŶgluĐk ShiŶaǁatƌa, this aǁaƌd is the RoǇal Thai GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt͛s highest offiĐial aǁaƌd, 
aŶŶuallǇ gƌaŶted to outstaŶdiŶg Thai eǆpoƌteƌs of pƌoduĐts aŶd seƌǀiĐes iŶ ƌeĐogŶitioŶ of theiƌ high ƋualitǇ aŶd staŶdaƌds. 

This is the seĐoŶd tiŵe BaŶgkok PataŶa has ƌeĐeiǀed the Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ͛s Eǆpoƌt Aǁaƌd, haǀiŶg also ǁoŶ iŶ ϮϬϬϮ. It is the oŶlǇ iŶ-
teƌŶatioŶal sĐhool to haǀe aĐhieǀed this hoŶouƌ tǁiĐe. SiŶĐe theŶ it has gƌoǁŶ aŶd deǀeloped, ĐoŶsolidatiŶg its positioŶ at the foƌe-
fƌoŶt of iŶteƌŶatioŶal eduĐatioŶ, aŶd the aǁaƌd is a testaŵeŶt to the outstaŶdiŶg leaƌŶiŶg eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt pƌoǀided ďǇ the sĐhool. 

Dƌ. Tej BuŶŶag is the ChaiƌŵaŶ of the BaŶgkok PataŶa SĐhool FouŶdatioŶ Boaƌd.   ͞It is a gƌeat hoŶouƌ to ƌeĐeiǀe this pƌestigious 
aǁaƌd.  We appƌeĐiate ďeiŶg ƌeĐogŶised foƌ the effoƌts ǁe ŵake, aŶd the eŶsuiŶg suĐĐess ǁe aĐhieǀe thƌough ouƌ studeŶts.  The 
aǁaƌd tƌulǇ ďeloŶgs to ouƌ teaĐheƌs aŶd studeŶts ǁho, eǀeƌǇ daǇ, stƌiǀe foƌ eǆĐelleŶĐe, good ĐhaƌaĐteƌ aŶd to fulfil poteŶtial,͟ he 
said. ͞We aƌe ǀeƌǇ gƌateful to the GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt of ThailaŶd foƌ this aǁaƌd.͟ 

The Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ͛s Eǆpoƌt Aǁaƌd ǁas fouŶded iŶ ϭϵϵϮ aŶd is pƌeseŶted to the ĐouŶtƌǇ͛s top eǆpoƌteƌs, aĐkŶoǁledgiŶg the iŵ-
poƌtaŶĐe of this ŵaƌket to the Thai eĐoŶoŵǇ.   The aǁaƌd-ǁiŶŶiŶg oƌgaŶisatioŶs aƌe Đƌedited ǁith Ŷot oŶlǇ offeƌiŶg pƌoduĐts aŶd 
seƌǀiĐes of a ǁoƌld-Đlass staŶdaƌd ďut also foƌ iŵpƌoǀiŶg the ƌeputatioŶ of Thai ĐoŵpaŶies iŶ the gloďal ŵaƌketplaĐe. 

BaŶgkok PataŶa SĐhool is ThailaŶd͛s oƌigiŶal Bƌitish IŶteƌŶatioŶal SĐhool, fouŶded iŶ ϭϵϱϳ aŶd has a pƌoud ƌeĐoƌd iŶ aĐadeŵiĐ, 
spoƌtiŶg aŶd aƌtistiĐ aĐhieǀeŵeŶts.   GoǀeƌŶed ďǇ a Ŷot-foƌ-pƌofit FouŶdatioŶ Boaƌd, it is aĐĐƌedited ďǇ the CouŶĐil of IŶteƌŶatioŶal 
SĐhools aŶd the Neǁ EŶglaŶd AssoĐiatioŶ of SĐhools aŶd Colleges aŶd is aŶ IB Woƌld SĐhool. The sĐhool ĐuƌƌeŶtlǇ has aŶ eŶƌolŵeŶt 
of Ϯ,ϭϴϱ studeŶts fƌoŵ oǀeƌ ϲϬ diffeƌeŶt ŶatioŶalities.   

 

Photo ϭ: Thai Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ, HE YiŶgluĐk ShiŶaǁatƌa, poses ǁith Mƌ Mattheǁ Mills 
;Head of BaŶgkok PataŶa SĐhoolͿ, KhuŶ PoƌŶpiŵol ChaƌoeŶ ;SĐhool MaŶageƌͿ, Mƌs 
Lauƌa Staŵp ;ViĐe ChaiƌpeƌsoŶ of the FouŶdatioŶ BoaƌdͿ aŶd Mƌ Daǀid HuŵphƌeǇs 
;FouŶdatioŶ Boaƌd MeŵďeƌͿ oŶ the oĐĐasioŶ of the sĐhool ďeiŶg aǁaƌded ͚Best 
SeƌǀiĐe Pƌoǀideƌ͛ at the Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ͛s Eǆpoƌt Aǁaƌd ϮϬϭϮ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Ϯ:  Thai Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ, HE YiŶgluĐk ShiŶaǁatƌa, ĐoŶgƌatulates KhuŶ Kulǀadee 
Siƌiďhadƌa ;DiƌeĐtoƌ of the FouŶdatioŶ OffiĐe at BaŶgkok PataŶa SĐhoolͿ oŶ theiƌ 
Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ͛s Eǆpoƌt Aǁaƌd ϮϬϭϮ, ǁatĐhed ďǇ Mƌ Mattheǁ Mills ;Head of SĐhoolͿ, 
Mƌs Lauƌa Staŵp ;ViĐe ChaiƌpeƌsoŶ of the FouŶdatioŶ BoaƌdͿ aŶd Mƌ Daǀid Huŵ-
phƌeǇs ;FouŶdatioŶ Boaƌd MeŵďeƌͿ. 

 

 

Photo ϯ: Thai Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ, HE YiŶgluĐk ShiŶaǁatƌa, aǁaƌds Mƌs Lauƌa Staŵp 
;ViĐe ChaiƌpeƌsoŶ of the FouŶdatioŶ BoaƌdͿ aŶd KhuŶ Kulǀadee Siƌiďhadƌa ;DiƌeĐtoƌ 
of the FouŶdatioŶ Boaƌd OffiĐeͿ the Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ͛s Eǆpoƌt Aǁaƌd ϮϬϭϮ foƌ ͚Best 
SeƌǀiĐe Pƌoǀideƌ͛ oŶ ďehalf of BaŶgkok PataŶa SĐhool. 

 

 

 

Foƌ ŵoƌe iŶfoƌŵatioŶ please ĐoŶtaĐt: 

Ms. Eŵŵa Goligheƌ, DeǀelopŵeŶt, AluŵŶi & MaƌketiŶg MaŶageƌ 

BaŶgkok PataŶa SĐhool, ϲϰϯ LaSalle Road ;Sukhuŵǀit ϭϬϱͿ, BaŶgŶa, BaŶgkok ϭϬϮϲϬ 

eŵgo@pataŶa.aĐ.th 

+ϲϲ ;ϬͿ Ϯϯϵϴ ϮϬϬϬ 

 ǁǁǁ.pataŶa.aĐ.th 

mailto:emgo@patana.ac.th
http://www.patana.ac.th/
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   Welfaƌe 

 

Notice – Your Help is Needed 

The welfare committee is collecting items for our upcoming daycare activities. We are in 

need of the following items for next school year: 

 plastic disposable bottles with lids (approximately 500 ml. size) 

 stickers you aren’t using or any other unneeded craft items that you think that we 
can make use of (like ribbon, tissue paper, yarn, feathers, etc.) 

Your trash might be our treasure! This is also an excellent way to recycle materials. 

Please bring these items along if you are assisting at the daycares (see upcoming emails for 

dates) or contact Julie Nguyen at jnjnjulie@gmail.com and arrangements can be made to 

pick them up at a SILC event or Bangkok Patana school. 

Thank you in advance for your support, 

The Welfare Committee 

Coming soon... 

 

Bilingual Bites.  The long awaited 

SILC cookbook containing your 

favourite recipes written in both 

English & Thai. 

 

On sale in November.   

An excellent Christmas gift for 

family and friends (and maids).   

 

Proceeds will go towards helping 

SILC welfare charities. 

 

Check out our website for details 

of the book launch. 

 C
om
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mailto:jnjnjulie@gmail.com
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SoŵethiŶg FishǇ is goiŶg oŶ at the PƌesĐhools... 

On Friday 31st August Chanukroh was the third and last pre-school for this month’s ac-
tivity: making and decorating a fish from a paper plate. When all 8 of us arrived and de-

cided to stop chatting we finished the last bit of preparation (stapling the tail to the 

fish’s body) and got out all other nice stuff needed to make the fish look less boring 
than just plain white.  We had black eyes, beads in all kinds of shapes, a whole array of 

coloured pencils, round paper cuttings, shiny tape and best of all TEETH: big shark like 

teeth and tiny little fish’s teeth. 

The children, lovely as always, were divided over 4 groups so we sat down with them and 

got them to work on their fishes. The first thing they had to do was sticking the teeth 

to the fish’s mouth and giving the fish an eye. It is always so much joy when you are ex-
plaining in English what they should do and they just look at you with their big dark eyes. 

My level of Thai is ok for taxis, restaurants and shops, but at those moments I always 

wished my Thai was much better so that you actually can have some fun conversation 

with them.   Anyway, they all did their very best; some are very active and take the lead 

in sticking and colouring while others just wait for you to do the job for them. But in the 

end every child had a beautifully decorated fish that could swim but most of all that 

could BITE. 

After the usual photo sessions with lots of cheering there was one last item on this 

morning’s programme, which was saying goodbye to one of the teachers, Khru Toom. She 
has been working at Chanukroh for more than 2 years and she was the one who was the 

best English speaker. We were all very sorry to see her leave. On behalf of the welfare 

team Shirley had bought her a nice tray with candles as a good bye present and a card on 

which we all had written our best wishes. Most of us, including the teachers, couldn’t 
keep it dry, but that’s all part of it and such is life. 

As a final thank you, the children sang the song “If you happy and you know it clap your 
hands” for us. They did very well with their English, very impressive what they have 
learned over the year. 

So thank you, Shirley, Chris, Anja, Julie, Phin, Mary and Michelle (Shirley’s daughter) for 
another worthwhile morning! 

Bianca 

In the morning of August 24, our group of ladies met as usual at True Café, right in 

front of Bangkok Patana School.  Excitement about catching up after the summer holi-

days, as most of us had been away, and not seen our friends in a while. Shirley and Ju-

lie introduced the ladies who hadn’t met – quick coffee or bottle of water – and off we 

went, chatting away on our short ride to Mahawong Preschool. Phin, Palm, Mary, Mari-

anne, and Sabine on board today. 

The kids and their teachers were all in the middle of a singing and dancing activity, out 

in the yard, as we arrived.  They were greeting us excitedly, eager to know what kind 

of activity was going to happen today? Julie had prepared a simple yet lovely han-

dicraft which would be fun for the 180 children to produce within the next two hours.  

We were going to make a fish out of a paper plate, colour it, give it teeth and an eye, 

and decorate it with paper shapes and beads.    

As you can see in the pictures, the kids truly enjoyed their art work, and proudly 

presented their fish to the camera.  Each and every one finished in their individual 

style! They thought the teeth were especially hilarious, and one boy said very sweetly 

to me “look, my fish is smiling!”.  Actually, here is our reward:  the whole group of young 
children with very big smiles on their faces! 

Thank you, Julie, for coming up with great ideas!  Thanks, welfare team for organizing 

these great mornings for the kids! 

Sabine Benke   
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Septeŵďeƌ Cƌaft AĐtiǀitǇ - Bookŵaƌk ŵakiŶg  

WheŶ ǁe aƌƌiǀed the studeŶts at the MahaǁoŶg pƌesĐhool ǁeƌe siŶgiŶg soŶgs aŶd fƌoŵ the looks of it haǀiŶg a 
ǀeƌǇ good tiŵe doiŶg so. Afteƌ siŶgiŶg a Đouple soŶgs the teaĐheƌs haŶded theŵ ŵilk ǁhiĐh theǇ all happilǇ dƌaŶk 
up ďefoƌe ƌetuƌŶiŶg to theiƌ Đlassƌooŵs.  

EaĐh Đlass Đaŵe out aŶd liŶed up at the fiƌst taďle, ĐolleĐted ƌed aŶd gold stƌips of papeƌ aŶd pƌoĐeeded to glue 
theŵ togetheƌ to foƌŵ the ďase of theiƌ ďookŵaƌk. TheŶ theǇ Đaŵe to the seĐoŶd taďle ǁheƌe theǇ ǁeƌe aďle to 
piĐk Đoloƌed aŶd patteƌŶed tape fƌoŵ the taďle aŶd stiĐk it oŶ to theiƌ ďookŵaƌk iŶ ǁhateǀeƌ ǁaǇ theǇ pleased. 
Soŵe ĐhildƌeŶ deĐided to stiĐk tape all the ǁaǇ ƌouŶd the ďookŵaƌk aŶd soŵe just Đopied the saŵple theǇ saǁ oŶ 
the taďle. Eitheƌ ǁaǇ, all of theŵ seeŵed ǀeƌǇ happǇ afteƌ deĐoƌatiŶg theiƌ ďookŵaƌk so it ďeĐaŵe uŶiƋue to theŵ.  
Neǆt, theǇ ǁeƌe guided to the Ŷeǆt taďle ǁheƌe theǇ Đould use soŵe glue aŶd a feǁ deĐoƌatiǀe floǁeƌs to attaĐh to 
theiƌ ďookŵaƌk. Soŵe ǁeŶt foƌ the ďig aŶd the ďold floǁeƌs ďut otheƌs used sŵalleƌ floǁeƌs ŵakiŶg theiƌ ďook-
ŵaƌks soŵeǁhat suďdued. The ǁaǇ the ĐhildƌeŶ deĐoƌated theiƌ ďookŵaƌks ƌeǀealed a paƌt of theiƌ peƌsoŶalitǇ – 
soŵe outspokeŶ, soŵe Ƌuiet. FiŶallǇ theǇ ǁeƌe aďle to piĐk up a paiŶtďƌush aŶd paiŶt usiŶg doŶated glitteƌ paiŶt to 
ŵake theiƌ ďookŵaƌks shiŶe eǀeŶ ŵoƌe. BǇ this tiŵe, theiƌ ƌed aŶd gold papeƌs ǁeƌe Ŷoǁ dƌeŶĐhed ǁith glue aŶd 
paiŶt aŶd so theǇ ƌetuƌŶed to theiƌ Đlassƌooŵs oŶĐe agaiŶ to alloǁ theŵ to dƌǇ aŶd theŶ put theiƌ ďookŵaƌks to 
use.  

We theŶ Đleaƌed up aŶd said goodďǇe to the ĐhildƌeŶ aŶd the teaĐheƌs. It ǁas a ǀeƌǇ eŶjoǇaďle eǆpeƌieŶĐe foƌ ďoth 
the studeŶts at MahaǁoŶg aŶd the ladies fƌoŵ SILC alike.  

We had aŶotheƌ suĐĐessful Đƌaft aĐtiǀitǇ this ŵoŶth at ChaŶukƌoh. Theƌe ǁas a gƌeat tuƌŶout of ǀoluŶteeƌs, as usu-
al. Julie Cƌagg, BiaŶĐa, PhiŶ, Chƌis, ShiƌleǇ, aŶd Julie NguǇeŶ all eŶjoǇed ŵakiŶg ďookŵaƌks ǁith the ĐhildƌeŶ. We 
ĐaŶ assuƌe Ǉou that it ǁas eŶjoǇed ďǇ all. EǀeŶ the head teaĐheƌ ŵade oŶe! 

The ĐhildƌeŶ ǁeƌe ďusǇ gluiŶg theiƌ ďookŵaƌks togetheƌ aŶd theŶ stiĐkiŶg stiĐkeƌs oŶ theŵ. The fiŶishiŶg touĐhes 
iŶǀolǀed glitteƌ paiŶt doŶated ďǇ Neo OƌieŶt, a statioŶaƌǇ ĐoŵpaŶǇ that suppoƌts disadǀaŶtaged ĐhildƌeŶ. We eǆ-
teŶd a ďig thaŶk Ǉou to theŵ aŶd to SaďiŶe BeŶke foƌ oďtaiŶiŶg this doŶatioŶ.   

We fouŶd this aĐtiǀitǇ ǁas paƌtiĐulaƌlǇ good at keepiŶg the ĐhildƌeŶ foĐused, ǁhile alloǁiŶg theŵ to shoǁ theiƌ Đƌe-
atiǀitǇ. The glitteƌ paiŶt ǁas a ďig hit!  This ǁas aŶotheƌ gƌeat daǇ! 

Julie NguǇeŶ 
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On 20th September, a virtual bus-load of SILC ladies descended on Prakkasamai pre-school to do our 
monthly activity.  This month we were making bookmarks.  We had a lovely mix of “old hands” and 
“newbies” to help the children with their masterpieces – it was a great help having more Thai ladies with us 
for translation purposes!! 
Shortly after arriving, we learned that there were 99 children all squeezed into the pre-school on that day, 
split into 5 different classes.  That is a lot of children in a very small space, but somehow the fantastic staff 
make it work. The ladies paired off and chose a class to work with. The children each had a red rectangle 
of card onto which they had to stick a slightly smaller gold rectangle for a two-layer effect, which really 
stood out.  Next, they had to stick on an assortment of small stickers, some pretty sticky tape and a large 
accent sticker to finish off their bookmarks.  The older age groups also got to use some glitter glue and the 
finished effect was really eye-catching. As usual, the children were so enthusiastic about the activity and 
pleased with their creations. 
I worked with the youngest age group which had a few new children who had only started school in the 
last couple of days.  There was one little girl who was only 2 years and 8 months old and looked totally be-
wildered by all the “farang” ladies around her.  It was great to see her and the other two new children start-
ing to join in more towards the end of the activity once they had got the hang of what they had to do.  I am 
sure when we go back next month they will be totally settled in. 
As we were leaving, the headteacher was telling us that they have a big problem with a leaky roof, so we 
are hoping that we may be able to help them with that project. 
Thank you ladies, another successful activity!! 

Teresa  
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