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SAMUT PRAKARN INTERNATIONAL LADIES CLUB
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

PRESIDENT WELFARE
Susan Davies Tel: 751 9876 |Felicity Dent Tel: 758 6452
Ece 751 9928 Fax:: 758 6493
e-mail daviesps@lox1.loxinfo.co.th je-mail: the-dents@ilovechocolate.com
VICE-PRESIDENT COFFEE_MORNINGS
Karen Rance Tel: 751 9863 |Sara Cowley Tel: 336 0927
e-mail KERANCE@hotmail.com Fax: 336 1049
VICE PRESIDENT & NEWCOMERS e-mail: sarang@loxinfo.co.ih
Marie Wilson Tel/Fax: 751 9865 |LUNCHES
e-mail attitude@loxinfo.co.th |Sharon Vail Tel: 361 9120
SECRETARY e-mail billy@asiaaccess.net.th
Gill Sheffield Tel: 316 8157 |IOURS
e-mail gillshef@bkk2.loxinfo.co.th JAntoinet Kuipers Tel: 758 5440
TREASURER Fax: 758 5441
Heather Gatland Tel: 385 8148 |e-mail: jihfkuipers@hotmail.com
Fax: 385 8402
e-mail grantg@access.inet.co.th |Nicoline Beemsterboer Tel: 396 0702
NEWSLETTER Fax: 748 1626
Andrea Willams ~ Tel/Fax: 316 5065 |Smaik oA e
e-mail: andrea_bkk@hotmail.com GENERAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS 1. Angela Fowles Tel: 385 8243
Laura McCann Tel: 316 4075 2. Sharon Vail Tel: 361 9120
e-mail Lauram@loxinfo.co.th |3 Cill Symons Tel: 758 5171

ORGANISATION OF THE CLUB

SILC creates an oppertunity for women of all nafiondlities living in the Samut Prakarn area to meet socially
and participate in a variety of activities without fravelling info Bangkok. We invite members to join monthly
meetings, tours and interest groups. Members pay an annual fee of 500 Baht to cover costs and receive a
monthly newsletter and club directory.

NEWSLETTER
The newsletter is published once a month with arficles and information on club activities. Contributions are
welcome and can be sent directly to the newsletter editor.

MONTHLY GENERAL MEETINGS
Club meetings are usually held on the first Monday of each month. Venues for meetings vary and are pub-
lished in the newsletier. Meetings start at 8.00 p.m. and last approx. 2 hours. Visitors are most welcome.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
These are held once a month and are open to everyone. Please inform the hostess of the meeting if you
wish tc attend.

SILC POLICY ON CHILDREN

As the main purpose of SILC is to provide a network and support for its members, it is our policy that chil-
dren do not atiend functions and iours, except in the case of very young babies who are being breastfed
and/or cannot be left with a carer.




A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Well it seems that last month's rant had some effect! There were seventeen
ladies at last month's Evening Meeting and a whopping twenty-five at the
lunch. This represents a 100% improvement on the previous couple of
month's turn-outs, but with a membership of well over 110 now, I'd say there
was still scope for more.

It's getting towards that time of the year when we have to think about a new
committee. As you may be aware, every year the entire committee resigns and
a new one elected, usually in April. That it not to say that previous commit-
tee members cannot be re-elected - of-course they can! Our AGM this year is
scheduled for 30 April, so if you think you'd like to have a go - don't be shy
and put your name forward. You'll find a nomination form in this month's
newsletter, it just needs to be completed and returned to me as soon as pos-
sible. I'd encourage anyone to have a stint on the committee. You'll make new
friends and have some good times planning events for the members, so if
you're new (or new-ish) to Bangkok and want to get involved here's an ideal
opportunity to broaden your circle. Even if you've been here for a while, it's a
good way to get to know others better and to offer your experience as a sea-
soned Bangkokian!

Many thanks this month go to Jeannette Dobbs, who has been our Member-
ship Secretary since December, and who has had to step down from the com-
mittee. Thanks Jeannette for all you've done.

As usual, I hope to see as many of you as possible at this month's events.

Sue

SILC AGM International Adoption
Parent Support Group

Date: Monday 30th April 2001

We are International Adoptive parents inter-
ested in forming a support group in

Time: 10 am Bangkok. This group may be of interest to
pre-adoptive parents who would like to
learn more about adoption as well as post-

Venue: Bangna Towers adoptive parents looking for support and re-

sources.
All SILC members are welcome .
urth : : For more information, please contact either
to attend. Further details will be Julia Galliker d’Aliberti at 385-7655 or email:
provided in the April newsletter. jgalliker@aol.com or Renee Ritterling at

385-7565 or email: rritter@ksc.th.com.
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_%_, abionie
ART AND_CRAFT CLASSES
Day: Monday
Time: 92.00am
Place: Helen Frost's
734 Lakeside 1

Newcomers always welcome

For more information

&

call Helen &
Tel: 317 1132 s
Lo, B U W e e PR
GOLF - 9 HOLES

Cost: 410 Baht plus 100 Baht tip

Royal Navy Thai Course
for your caddy

Never played? Never
mind! Call if you would
like to join us. Contact:
Isabella Henderson

Tel: 758 5281

(SN

GOLF - 18 HOLES
Green Valley
call to organise a group
Contact: Val Ashman
Tel: 740 2935

MOTHER & TODDLER
GROUP

Every Monday morning
(except school holidays).

10.00 to around 12 noon
Contact Julia Tel: 385-7655

or Pat Tel: 758-6631 for
details

MAH-JONG

Day: Wednesday

Place: Rotating households

Contact: Julie Heather
Tel 385 8133 or 7585423
or Kathryn Lythgoe

Tel 3163264

NEW! AQUAROBICS CLASS

At the LADAWAN POOL by the
Bangkok Dolphins

Day: Tuesday (starts 27th Feb)
Time: 9 am - 9.45 am

_é_
ANYONE FOR TENNIS?

Lakeside 1, Thursday
07.30-09.30 a.m.
Contact:

Helen Frost
Tel: 317 1132

N
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SILC FUNCTIONS, REPLY POLICY

If you are planning on attending any of the SILC functions advertised in this
newsletter, please could you make sure you let someone know you are
coming as it makes it so much easier for the hostess to plan.
Please call one of the names listed below, or the hostess direct.

Representatives for replies!

Lakeside Villa 1 Gill Sheffield Tel: 316 8157
Lakeside Villa 2 Jonquil Henry Tel: 316 4074
Ladawan Gill Symons Tel: 758 5171
Garden Towers Marie Wilson Tel: 751 9865
“Others” Sue Davies Tel: 751 9876

All e-mail addresses and fax numbers can be found inside the front
cover of your newsletter, or in the telephone directory.

Report on January coffee morning - Feng Shui
On Thursday 23rd of January we had our first coffee morning of 2001.

Lots of old and new members met at Audrey Watt's lovely home to catch up after the Christ-
mas break and to find out more about the ancient art of Feng Shui.

Anna leong gave a very interesting talk on Feng Shui giving us lots of ideas on ways we can
create harmonious surroundings in our homes.

We worked out our Chinese horoscope animal signs and were given some predictions of the
year to come. I think that I had better close the door and sleep the year out.

If anyone is looking to buying or renting a house Anna gave us a few useful tips on what to
look out for.

If anyone would like to delve further into the art of Feng Shui Anna conducts classes in 'Do it
yourself Feng Shui.'

Thank you Anna for an interesting talk and giving us an insight to the world of Feng Shui.
Thank you Audrey, for opening your house to us all and to the ladies who supplied such deli-
cious food for the coffee morning.

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the February coffee morning.

Wendy Nalder

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

Please note the deadline for the April 2001 newsletter is Monday 19th March.
All contributions are welcome. Please send to Andrea Williams:
Email: andrea_bkk@hotmail.com Telephone/Fax 316-5065




Report on Father Olivier Morin Evening Meeting

The memory of Father Olivier's talk on the evening of February 5 will remain with me -
and hopefully make me a better person. Father Olivier is an extraordinary person in ev-
ery sense of the word. He is an entertaining, charismatic speaker, a resourceful, skilled
bureaucrat, and a humanitarian seemingly beyond measure.

I went to the meeting based on the interesting notice in last month’s newsletter. | knew
that Father Olivier is a Jesuit priest who has been working with confined persons in
Thailand for about ten years, beginning with aid to the Vietnamese boat people. How-
ever, | was slightly dubious about the mission of a man who works with prison inmates,
if only because welfare needs in Thailand are so vast among those who have not been
convicted of a crime. After all, if a person is in prison, might he be guilty and deserve
his lot?

At the meeting, | was surprised to learn that Father Olivier has two major constituen-
cies. First, he works with people who are trapped in the Bangkok Immigration detention
center. | was horrified to learn about the treatment of people who, for whatever reason,
do not have legal documents and the means to leave Thailand to return to their home
countries. For the most part, these people are from very poor countries and come to
Thailand illegally in search of work — “legal” or otherwise. It was shocking to hear about
the terrible living conditions in the detention center. Apparently, when illegal aliens are
caught by Immigration, they are sent to wait in barren concrete cells. While confine-
ment in these holding cells is intended to be temporary, it is very permanent for some.
According to Father Olivier, one can only leave Immigration detention with a ticket to
one’s home country. Sadly, for those without the means to help themselves, Immigra-
tion detention becomes a one-way trip into a crowded, inhumane “prison” with no
amenities of any kind. Father Olivier recounted the story of one man who has spent
the past eight years in detention, and has never been allowed to leave his concrete
cell.

Like many gifted speakers, Father Olivier tells story after story with a mix of humor,
irony, consternation and sadness. Amazingly, Father Olivier can see humor in the
often-daunting tangle of government bureaucracies. In his work at Immigration, Father
Olivier provides both humanitarian comfort and tangible resources. For those who have
no possible financial means, Father Olivier coordinates return passage through private
donations. Father Olivier was most impressive when he talked about the way that he
provides aid for those who fall through the gaps in the international system. For exam-
ple, several African nationals cannot return to their home countries because of civil war
conditions. Father Olivier described the case of one young Vietnamese man who was
captured by Thai Immigration and deported to Vietnam where he was imprisoned and
tortured. This man escaped and returned to Thailand where he again risks confinement
in Immigration detention without a valid visa.

.............. continued over the page




